BEFORE THE SOUTH CARODLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATIDN

In the Matker of the Revocation
ORDER OF
or Suspension of the Educator
SUMMARY SUSPENSION
Certificate of Charles H. Long, Ir.

M e A e e Bt

Certificate 106845

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Carolina State Board of Education (State Board) considored this
matter an February 13, 2008, In accardance with 5.2, Code Ann. & 1-23-370¢)
(20043, the South Carolina Department of Educetion (Cepertment} requested that
Lhe Slale Board surnrnarily suspend the educator certificate of Charles H. Long, Ir.,
certificate 106845, as a result of his arrest in Charleston County on January 11,
2008, cn one count of Committing a8 Lewd Act Upon a Minor, a Class O felony
offense, The Dapartment has reason to believe that, due to the serious nature of
these allegations of misconduct, Mr. Lang may pose a threat to the health, safety,
or welfare of students and cthers and that emergency action by the State Board is
required. After considering the evidence presented by the Departrmeant, the State
Board voted to summarily suspend Mr. Long's cerificate until a due process hearing
is held andfor this matrer s otherwise resolved, The Department is directed Lo
sorve hotice on Mr. Long of Che summary suspension, &5 well as the possible
suszension or revocation of his educater certificate,

FINDINGS OF FACT

Mr. Lorg holds a professionzl Scuth Carolina educator certificate and has
thirty Tour years of teaching experience. Mr. Long has been employed by the
charleston County School District (Gistrict) since 1983 and has been teaching
reading, math, and science at James Island Middle School, On lanuary 11, 200,

Mr. Long was amested in Charleston County and charged with one count of
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Committing a Lewd Act on a Minor. The [Oistrict has placed Mr. Long ar
administrative leave from his teaching position at James Island Middle School. The
State Board finds that the serious nature of these allegations against Mr. Long
poses a threat fo the health, safety and welfare of students and that emergercy
action is required to summarily suspend Mr. Long's educatcr certificate.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

“Tne South Carolina Board of Education may, for just cause, either revake or
suspend the certificate of any person.” S.C. Code Ann. § 5%-25-150 (2004). Just
cause includes unprofessional conducs, immorality, <<ime 2gainst the law of this
State or the United States and ewvident unfithess for pasition for which employed,
5.C. Code Ann, § 59-25-160 (2004); 24 5.0 Code Ann. Reqgs. 43-58 (1992), Ir
accordance with 5.C. Code Ann. § 1-23-370(c) {2004), "I the agency finds that
auklic health, safety or welfare impsratively requires emergency action, and
nearporates a finding to that effect i its order, summary suspension of a license
may be ordered pending proceedings for revocation ar other action.” The State
Board finds that there is reason te believe that Charles H. Long, Jr. may pose &
threat to the welfare of students that may be under his Instruction that reguaires
amergency action by the Statc Board. Accordingly, the State Board surmmarily
suspends Mr, Long's educakor certificate until a due process hearirg is held andfor

this matter is other&ise resolvad.
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